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MEDICA 


The cranial cavity was measured by Morton in 623 
instances, the heads being derived from many nations. 
The largest was that of a German, and measured 114 
cubic inches. The smallest that of an Australian, 
measured only 58 cubic inches. The cranial capacity 
of Daniel Webster amounted to 122 inches, and ranks 
among the largest ascertained ; but Dr. T. G. Richard¬ 
son, in his work on Anatomy, gives the measurement 
of the head of a German baker in the cabinet of the 
University of Louisville, the capacity of which was 
125.77 cubic inches, thus exceeding by more than three 
inches the heads of Cuvier and Webster in size. It 
would be easy to multiply similar instances going to 
show how uncertain is the size of the head as an index 
of intellectual power. 

A Madame Bres lately passed her first examination 
for the Doctorate of Medicine in Paris, and the Secre¬ 
tary of the Faculty appended the following particulars 
to her certificate: “Madame Bres, married, and the 
mother of two children, has not taken to the study of 
medicine as a pastime, nor from scientific vanity. She 
practises all the duties of the profession. During the 
two sieges which Paris has so lately borne, she never 
quitted the bedside of the wounded. The rain of hon¬ 
orary distinctions poured upon the ambulances passed 
by without falling upon her; the devotion natural to 
woman needing neither stimulus nor flattery.” 

We note the severe wnimdin p-.of A othuz A ssistnr f '- 





TIMES. 


5ii 


The following medical declaration concerning alco¬ 
hol has been published in the National Temperance 
Advocate , over the signatures of Drs. E. Delafield, Wil¬ 
lard Parker, Alonzo Clark, E. R. Peaslee, C. R. Agnew, 
Stephen Smith, A. C. Post, Elisha Harris, E. Eliot, 
Stephen Rogers, Andrew H. Smith, J. R. Learning, and 
other New York physicians : 

“ In view of the alarming prevalence and ill effects 
of intemperance, with which none are so familiar as 
members of the medical profession, and which have 
called forth from eminent English physicians the voice 
of warning to the people of Great Britain concerning 
the use of alcoholic beverages, we, the undersigned 
members of the medical profession of New York and 
vicinity, unite in the declaration that we believe alcohol 
should be classed with other powerful drugs ; that when 
prescribed medicinally it should be with conscientious 
caution and a sense of grave responsibility. 

“We are of the opinion that the use of alcoholic 
liquors as a beverage is productive of a large amount 
of physical disease ; that it entails diseased appetite 
upon offspring, and that it is the cause of a large per¬ 
centage of the crime and pauperism of our cities and 
country. 

“We would welcome any judicious and effective 
legislation — State and national — which should seek 
to confine the traffic in alcohol to the legitimate pur¬ 
poses of medical and other sciences, art, and mech¬ 
anism.’ 1 
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As colds are prevalent at this season, the 
Danbury News furnishes its readers with 
the particulars of a method adopted by a 
citizen of that place, to get rid of one of 
those troublesome affections: “ He boiled 
a little boncsetand hoarhound together, and 
drank freely of the tea before going to bed. 
The next day he took five pills, put one kind 
of plaster on his breast, another under his 
arms, and still another on his back. Under 
advice from an experienced old lady he took 
all these off with an oyster knife in the af¬ 
ternoon, and slapped on a mustard paste in¬ 
stead. His mother put some onion drafts 
on his feet and gave him a lump of tar 
to swallow. Then he put some hot bricks 
to his feet, and went to bed. Next morn¬ 
ing another old lady came in with a 
bottle of goose oil, and gave him a dose 
of it in a quill, and an aunt arrived 
about the same time from Bethel, Avith a 
bundle of sweet fern Avhich she made into a 
tea, and gave him every half hour until noon, 
when he. took a big dose of salts. After din¬ 
ner, his wile) avIio had seen a fine old lady of 
great experience in doctoring, on Franklin 
street, gave him tAvo pills of her make, about 
the size of an English walnut and of a simi¬ 
lar shape, and two tablespoonfuls of home¬ 
made balsam to keep them doAvn. Then he 
took a half pint of hot rum at the suggestion 
of an old sea captain in the next house, and 
steamed his legs \vith an*alcohol bath. At 
this crisi*, two df the neighbors arrived, who 
saw at once that his blood was out of order, 
and gave him a half gallon of spearmint tea 
and a big dose of castor oil. Before going to 
bed he took eight of a new kind of pill, 
wrapped about his neck a flannel soaked in 
hot vinegar and salt, and had feathers burned 
on a’shovel in his room. He is now tho¬ 
roughly cured ; and full of gratitude.” 
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cases of sickness and distress were rel 
and 25 persons signed the total aosuj 

“The Home for the Aged, on Eighl 
street, above Jefferson, under the care 
Little Sisters of the Poor, provides toi 
aged poor, without reference to natioii 
or religion, now contains ovei U\ 
mates. « 

Report op the Fire Marshae.—j 
rison G. Clark, Fire Marshal, has pres. 1 
his annual report to the Mayoi, the i 
and suggestions in which are embracj 
the following extracts. He says: ■ 

The superiority of a paid fire deparj 
over that of the volunteer system 
longer an experiment, but a fact adi 
by all unbiassed minds. But this is no 
enough for the needs of a city as extl 
as ours, and certainly not large enou 
cope with such terrible connagratiol 
those which visited Chicago and Bost.1 
There is another matter in this connd 
which claims the serious considerati 
our municipal legislators, aside from tl 
sufficiency of the Fire Department, anl 
is our water supply. It is totally inader 
in case of a serious conflagration, in 
has been found insufficient for the new 
of the Fire Department in more than 

stance durjng the past year. . i 

I would earnestly reeomn^end an in 
in the number of telegraph fire-alarm 
and a removal of those placed mside tl 
rious mills, factories, &c., &c. beveian 
during the past year the firemen havj 
taken squares from the fire by runni 
the location of the box from which the I 
was sent, and, in one instance at lea 
policemen were hindered from sendn 
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I don’t believe the chambers of the Inquisition 
ever presented a more alarming array of imple¬ 
ments for extracting a confession, than our young 
doctor’s office did of instruments to make nature 
tell what was the matter with a poor body. 

There were Ophthalmoscopes and Rhinoscopes 
and Otoscopes and Laryngoscopes, and Stetho¬ 
scopes ; and Thermometers and Spirometers and 
Dynamometers and Sphygmometers and Plexim- 
eters; and Probes and Probangs, and all sorts of 
frightful inquisitive exploring contrivances; and 
scales to weigh you in, and tests, and balances, and 
pumps, and electro-magnets and magneto-electric 
machines ; in short, apparatus for doing everything 
but turn you inside out. 

Dr. Benjamin set me down before his one window, 
and began looking at me with such a superhuman I 
air of sagacity, that I felt like one of those open-1 
breasted clocks which make no secret of their in-1 
side arrangements, and almost thought he could see 
through me, as one sees through a shrimp or jelly- ! 
fish. , 

*Fii%t, he looked at the place inculpated, which 
had a sort of greenish-brown color, with his naked 
eye, with much corrugation of forehead and fearful 
concentration of attention; then through a pocket- 
glass which he carried. Then he drew back a 
space, for a perspective view. Then he made me 
put out my tongue, and laid a slip of blue paper on 
it, which turned red and scared me a little. Next 
he took my wrist; but instead of counting my 
pulse in the old-fashioned way, he fastened a ma-‘| 
chine to it that marked all the beats on a sheet of 
paper — for all the world like a scale of the heights 
of mountains, say from Mount Tom up to Chimbo¬ 
razo, and then down again, and so on. 

In the mean time he asked me all sorts of ques- 




says my authority, * put herself to the inspection of 
the pharmacy, handling everything within her reach, 
according to a custom too general among foreigners/ 
At last she came to the arsenic paste, and thinking 
she had discovered some Pate de Guimauve , pro¬ 
ceeded to enjoy herself. By good chance, the pliar- 
macien noticed her just in time to prevent her from 
swallowing the poison, and her death was thereby 
[averted. But with a comic solemnity, he relates 
how she refused to be frightened at her narrow es- 
cape, the words acide arsenieux having apparently 
no terrors for her. Probably she failed to under¬ 
stand him. Any way, he says, she left the shop 
with an evident grudge against the proprietor, for 
Ishe remarked that in the druggists’ shops in Amer- 
fica pastilles and bonbons were invariably laid out 
Ifor the delectation of the customers.” 

—«— „ 

I 

I Peps in e Wine. — In reply to questions from 
[several correspondents, suggested- by the article 
on “ Pepsine Wine in Feeding Infants,” which 
appeared in the Journal for'December, 1872, we 
would state that Messrs. Billings, Clapp, & Co., 
chemists, of this city, prepare Pepsine Wine from 
pure and fresh materials. It has long been in use 
I here, and has been very favorably spoken of by 
I physicians. / ^ j 

Animal charcoal or bone-black, according to 
]fculenberg and Wohl, is a superior antidote to the 
poisonous effects of phosphorus. A number of ex¬ 
periments warrant the belief that it is far more effi¬ 
cacious than the oil of turpentine, which, although 
I valuable for the purpose, frequently produces severe 
I headaches. The bone-black is Administered in the 
I form of pills made , with gum tragacantk or other 
I mucilaginous substance. 

/ 




Specialities. —Dr. Robert Barnes says, “I Have re- * 7 

cently been honored by a visit from a lady of typiccd/A$ 
modern intelligence, who consulted me about a fibroid'^; : 
tumor of the uterus; and, lest I should stray beyond J 
my business, she was careful to tell me that Dr. Brown- 
Sequard had charge of her nervous system; that Dr. 

Williams attended to her lungs; that her abdominal Jlu” / )\ 
organs were intrusted to* Sir^William Gtill; thqt-Mr. " ] 

■ Spofrecr Wells innVe . d - a ftor-hoE rec t um ; and that Dr. ** jf* 

A\ alshe had her heart. - U^mp ^dv-^ntur o n-s de e- to r ^ t ~~ 

sm '/ 7 .. vw '- J 
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will give enough ink to last for considerable, writing, 
and a few pads would be all that an exploring party 
need carry with them. As water is always available, 
the ink is readily made .—American Journal of Phar¬ 
macy, 

The Raising of Children Doubled. —Dr. Farr re¬ 
ports that the proportion of dplcjren raised has doubled 
within a hundred years. In London, the proportion of 
deaths under five years was—1730 to 1749, 74-5 P er 
cent.; 1770 to 1789, 51.5 per cent.; 1851 to 1870, 29.8 
per cent.— The Medical Examiner. 

Important, if True !—Acording to the Indian Ga¬ 
zette , the well-earned distinction of Rai Bahadoor has 
been bestowed upon Baboo Kannaye Lall Dey. 
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